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radish,, but whereas horse radish is fibrous and stringy, when
broken or divided, the aconite root is friable and succulent.
Chevers describes the root, which is used in this country,
as " being brittle, and breaking with a resinous fracture.
It is readily reduced to a coarse powder, and in this state
is destitute of smell, slightly bitter to the taste, the tongue
being benumbed wherever touched on. The roots are sold
in every bazaar in India, and may be purchased in large
quantities for about two rupees per pound."*

Blyth says : fe I have collected, from European medical
literature of the last ten years, eighty-seven cases of
poisoning, by aconite, in some form or other. These comprise
only two cases of murder, seven of suicide, and seventy-
seven, which were more or less accidental." The symptoms Symptoms.
are perhaps best described by Chevers (see Illustrated
Cases, p. 252). A man, by accident, chewed an aconite root.
Immediately after chewing it, he felt a sweetish taste, fol-
lowed immediately by tingling of the lips and tongue,
numbness of the face, and severe vomiting. On admission
to the hospital, he was extremely restless, tossing his limbs
about in all directions, and changing his position. He
complained of a burning sensation in his stomach, and a
tingling and numbness in every part of the body, except
in the legs. The tingling was especially marked in the
face and tongue, so much so, that he was constantly
moving the latter to and fro, in order to scratch it against
his teeth. Eetching and vomiting occurred almost inces-
santly, and he constantly placed his hand over the cardiac
region. His face was anxious, the eyes suffused, the lips
pale and exsanguine, the eyelids swollen, moderately
dilated, and insensible to the stimulus of light; the respir-
ation was laboured, sixty-four to a minute; the pulse
sixty-six, small and feeble. There was inability to walk
from loss of mnscular power, but the man was perfectly
conscious. The stomach pump was used, and albumen
and milk administered. Three and three-quarters of an

* Aconitum hefcoropliyllum is non-poisonous.   The root* is different in appear-
ance from the poisonous variety, and w used as a tonic,
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